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15 Moses said to the Lord, 16 “May the Lord, the God of the spirits of all mankind, appoint a man 
over this community 17 to go out and come in before them, one who will lead them out and bring 
them in, so the Lord’s people will not be like sheep without a shepherd.” 18 So the Lord said to 
Moses, “Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay your hand on him. 19 Have 
him stand before Eleazar the priest and the entire assembly and commission him in their 
presence. 20 Give him some of your authority so the whole Israelite community will obey him. 21 

He is to stand before Eleazar the priest, who will obtain decisions for him by inquiring of the 
Urim before the Lord. At his command he and the entire community of the Israelites will go out, 
and at his command they will come in.” 22 Moses did as the Lord commanded him. He took Joshua 
and had him stand before Eleazar the priest and the whole assembly. 23 Then he laid his hands on 
him and commissioned him, as the Lord instructed through Moses.  

 
For more than forty years Moses led the people of Israel after they came out of Egypt. Can 

you even begin to imagine all the problems Moses put up with during that time: the grumbling 
and complaining, the rebellion and the infighting? Time and again the people rejected the 
leadership of Moses, and many even rejected the special land that God had waiting for them. 
And when God punished the rebellious by making them wander in the desert for forty years 
Moses was the one who ended up leading the people during that entire time.  

Now, God had told Moses that is life would soon come to an end and that he would not 
enter the Promised Land. How do you think Moses felt about the people of Israel now, at the 
end of his life? Was he bitter toward them? Did he regret ever having met these people? Did he 
just wish it would all be over with so he didn’t have to deal with these people anymore? If 
Moses ever had any feelings like these he certainly did not display any of them. Instead of 
anger and regret Moses shows care and compassion toward these people. Moses prays for the 
people. He prays that the Lord will give the people a caring leader to bring them into the 
Promised Land and to help watch over them. How did God respond to Moses’ prayer? We see 
that … 

Theme:  Our compassionate Lord gives leaders. 
        I.  Appointed with the Lord’s authority 
       II. Preparing people with the Lord’s words 

Moses knew his time left in this world was very short. As Moses prepares for his 
departure from this world we see the compassion of our Lord in Moses. Moses said, “May the 
Lord, the God of the spirits of all mankind, appoint a man over this community to go out 
and come in before them, one who will lead them out and bring them in, so the Lord’s 
people will not be like sheep without a shepherd” (vs. 16-17). Sounds like Jesus doesn’t it? 
We heard in our gospel reading that Jesus had compassion on the people because they were 
“helpless, like sheep without a shepherd” (Matthew 9:26). Moses doesn’t want to see the 
people of Israel abandoned that way, so he asks God to give the people of Israel a leader who 
has the people’s best interest in mind.  

God answered Moses’ prayer. We are told, The Lord said to Moses, “Take Joshua son of 
Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay your hand on him. Give him some of your 
authority so the whole Israelite community will obey him” (vs. 18, 20). Moses’ authority 



Our compassionate Lord gives leaders 
Text: Numbers 27:15-23 for 7/2/2017 by Pastor Bolwerk 

2 

was the authority God had given to him to lead the people. God gave Moses the authority of all 
three of the offices that God would establish for leading his people: Moses was God’s prophet 
proclaiming God’s word, Moses served as a priest praying for the people and making sacrifices 
for them before God, and Moses served as a leader of the people just as the kings who would 
one day rule over Israel. Notice that Moses was only to give Joshua some of his authority. 
Joshua would serve in part as leader (king), and in part as prophet. The position of the 
priesthood had now been given to the descendants of Levi, with Aaron’s son serving as the 
High Priest. Joshua was to work with the High Priest to inquire of God so that he would know 
what God’s will was for him and for the people. 

Even though Moses was giving the authority to Joshua, it was still God’s authority. God 
would speak to Joshua through the High Priest, and then Joshua was to share the words of God 
with the people for them to obey. Joshua was to lead as God commanded him. The people 
were to obey the word of the Lord as given to them by their leaders. 

God has given this congregation leaders to shepherd his people. He has given you a pastor 
to share the word of God with you. But more than that, God has given you church leaders 
whom he has called to shepherd his people. The church president, the members of the Council, 
and the church Elders: God has called these men to guide and direct his people as they are 
guided by the word of God. Our Lord has given us these leaders to serve the good of his 
church, and to serve us in making sure the word of God continues to be proclaimed in its truth 
and purity. These men work with the pastor to shepherd the flock of the Lord. 

So are you listening to what your leaders are saying? More importantly do you obey the 
word of the Lord as they share it with you? If the pastor or an Elder of the church uses God’s 
word to point out a sin that you are committing, working to lead you to repentance, do you 
listen, or do you politely tell them to mind their own business? If the church leaders 
prayerfully make a decision for the good of God’s people, and you happen to disagree with 
that decision, do you work to help carry out that decision anyway or do you grumble and 
complain to others about the poor decision making skills of your leaders. If a leader in the 
congregation asks you to help with a project and you have the skills and the time to do it, do 
you willingly help, or do you say, “Sorry, not interested” or “I just don’t have time for that”? It’s 
easy to look at a church leader and say, “I don’t have to listen to you, you’re not God!” Yet 
when that leader serves by following God’s word then that leader’s authority is really God’s 
authority. Our compassionate Lord serves us through those whom he has called to serve his 
Church. Are we listening to and obeying our Lord by listening to and obeying his leaders? 

How easy it is to stumble into the sin of not listening to our Lord’s leaders. It’s easy to 
despise the messenger when that messenger is a sinner like us. Yet when we do we are really 
despising our Lord, who in his love and compassion gave us that messenger. That is why our 
Lord continues to give leaders to his church. Just as Jesus sent out the twelve apostles to share 
his good news of salvation, so our Lord sends us leaders to do the same. Our compassionate 
Lord gives leaders to his church to proclaim God’s law to lead us to repentance. Then they 
proclaim Christ’s gospel, sharing the good news of Jesus’ forgiveness, the forgiveness which he 
won for all our grumbling, selfish, and disobedient sins. Those leaders tell us again that simple 
saving message of Christ and his cross by which he won salvation for the world. They point us 
to our compassionate Lord who willingly gave up everything, including his own perfect life, so 



Our compassionate Lord gives leaders 
Text: Numbers 27:15-23 for 7/2/2017 by Pastor Bolwerk 

3 

that we can look forward to a perfect eternal life. Listen to the leaders of your congregation 
for they are working to share Christ’s love and compassion with you. 

So God appoints people to lead his believers, and then he gives those leaders his authority. 
But what exactly does the Lord wants those leaders to do? Through the Apostle Paul God tells 
us. In his letter to the Ephesians Paul wrote, “It was [Jesus] who gave some to be apostles, 
some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to 
prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up” 
(Ephesians 4:11-12). The “job” of the leaders is to prepare God’s people for serving God. The 
leaders prepare the people and the people serve God by helping build up Christ’s body, that is 
the Church. This is why the church leaders prepare for worship services and Bible studies. 
This is why the leaders have meetings: To prepare work events, and fellowship events, and 
outreach events, so that the members of the church have opportunities to serve Christ and 
build up his Church. But for the leaders to prepare the people, the people need to participate. 

Do you do that? Do you take advantage of the opportunities God’s leaders set before you 
to prepare you for works of service? Do you use the training the Lord gives you through his 
leaders to carry out the ministry of the Church? If you are not participating in worship and 
Bible study how can you receive the training we need to carry out the works God has 
prepared for you to do? And if you are not participating in the work, and the fellowship, and 
the outreach of the church then how can you serve the Lord with the training and growth he 
gives you through his word? 

What might be holding you back from taking advantage of these opportunities to grow in 
God’s word and serve him? Is it laziness? Do you feel there is something more important than 
God and his word? Do you feel that there is nothing more you can learn from God? Is your life 
and schedule so full that you always have a convenient excuse to not serve God? 

There may be some who have legitimate reasons for not taking advantage of these 
opportunities, such as our shut-ins who are physically incapable of coming to church and 
participating in the work of the church. But let’s be honest, most of our reasons for not 
participating in these things are nothing more than excuses. 

Thankfully our compassionate Lord paid for our sinful excuses. Thankfully Jesus 
continues to call us through his leaders to repent of those sins, and trust in his forgiveness. 
The compassion our Lord shares with us through his leaders helps us to grow our faith, and it 
move us to thank him with lives of grateful service. The Apostle Paul speaks of God’s grace, 
and our response to is, when he says in the book of Ephesians, “For it is by grace you have 
been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by 
works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:8-10). God 
prepared those works for us. What those works are will be different for each individual. Yet, in 
his love and kindness, our Lord sends leaders into his Church to prepare us, so we are able to 
carry out those good works; works which give us an opportunity to say “Thank you” to our 
awesome God for his saving grace.  

We may not think of our leaders as gifts. Yet God fearing leaders are gifts from our 
gracious God. God sends these people into our lives to share with us the saving truths of 
scripture. Our compassionate Lord gives leaders to strengthen our faith and to help 
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strengthen our bond to each other within the fellowship of believers. May God continue to 
bless us with faithful leaders who keep our hearts and minds focused on Jesus, on his 
salvation,  and on the heavenly home that he is preparing for us. Amen. 

 


